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A Message from the Pastor 

 

Filling the Gaps 

One thing I have learned this summer through the differ-

ent book studies we have had is that more questions do not 

always lead to more answers.  Life can be like that.   The 

young child who asks “why?”  after every answer given    

to the simplest questions,  never seems to give up, even 

though we ourselves have reached the end of our rope.   

Finally, all we can say is ? “Because, that’s why!”           

Yet we have not answered the question. 

 

Jesus tells his disciples that where two or three are       

gathered in my name, I am there among them.  Matt 18:20.  

Now this is not always the experience we might have and 

often not the way we would describe our time together.  In 

fact we do have gatherings where neither answers nor the 

presence of the Holy Spirit seem to be forthcoming.  But 

perhaps Jesus meant more than was said. 

 

This summer our family has asked many questions.  One  

of them was about  Kathy’s younger brother’s untimely  

and surprising death.  They are questions many have that 

will not be answered.  Yet the miracle of our daughter    

Rebecca giving birth to a healthy boy (Mattias) and our son 

Ben’s marriage to Michelle,  also offer more than we can 

describe or explain.   

 
 

 

I have come to realize that before we run out of answers 

and even before we can ask the questions in life,  we do 

have each other and that gathering together in times of 

sorrow or joy provides a certain comfort in knowing that 

we share something not of our own making.  Something 

that bubbles up between us and around us and engulfs us.   

And it is good.  Maybe we don’t hear Jesus’ voice  but I 

suppose, together we hear a whisper.   

 

God’s Grace and Peace, 
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Summer  2016 

Congratulations, 2016 Graduates! 

Liturgical Workshop—August 23 

 

Reily Hegan— going to West Chester University 

Suji Balfe—  going to Massachusetts Institute of Technology  

            (MIT) 

AFWH volunteers at Highlands hosting center July 24,  Jeanne Eisele and 

Vivian Bull (center) are pictured above with volunteers from Ohio, this is 

their third visit to NJ to help with rebuilding along the shore.   

Thank you to everyone who cooked, donated, baked and served, making 

this mission a success! 

Part of a vital church is expressed in how a community   

worships. For centuries the Christian Tradition has relied on 

prayers, hymns, scripture and sermons to guide the worship 

experience and this can still be true today. Therefore our hymn/

prayer writing workshop will be addressing the ways individu-

als and faith communities can creativity, and innovatively 

transform the ways we talk about God in the 21st century. In 

this worship we will be exploring the richness of prayer and 

hymn writing, to cultivate a richer and more meaningful      

worship gathering. If you are interested please join me on  

Tuesday, August 23 at 7:00 PM. 

 

Parker Jackson-Loesch  
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  Other News ...  
  Bits and briefs 

Cooking Demo Group 

Farmers Market 

 

Rally Day—September 11 

Summer 2016 

Vacation Bible 

School 

Surf Shack 

 

Reily Hegan— going to West Chester University 

Suji Balfe—  going to Massachusetts Institute of Technology  

            (MIT) 

This years VBS has been a huge success.  We have 18 eager 

kids signed up for the program.  Thanks to Chelsea and Parker, 

Donna Conley, Jeanne Eisele, Kathleen Kean for their services 

and ensuring these kids learn and have fun!   

(more pictures on page 8) 

Let’s all rally together on September 11th for a 

new start!  Kathleen Keane is eager to start her 

new Church School program and looks forward 

to having everyone together again for a fun filled year!   

ALSO… 

… remember to bring your backpacks as we will 

have Blessing of the Backpacks during Church 

service on September 11. 

 

On August 25 and September 22 we are 

looking for people to help man the 

UMC Madison table at our local farmers 

market.  If you are interested in doing 

something fun and for the community 

please call Chelsea and Parker or the 

Church office. 

Are you up to learn with the 

seasons?  we are in the early 

stages of forming a cooking 

demo group and would like to 

find out who would be inter-

ested.  The demos would con-

sist of sharing and demonstrat-

ing favorite family dishes 

whilst chatting and having fun, 

not to mention the scrumptious dishes we would get to taste.  

Please call Natalie in the Church Office if you are interested. 



4 

 General Conference News 2016 
 

864 delegates representing worldwide 12.3 million world-wide United Methodists met in Portland, OR during 

May to consider 1,000 legislative petitions from annual conferences, boards, and commissions of the church . Simul-

taneous voice translation for delegates was provided in English, French, German, Korean, Spanish, Portuguese, Rus-

sian, Kiswahili and American Sign Language.  

 

The “Imagine No Malaria” campaign, launched in 2008 was celebrated in raising $68 million of the $75 million goal 

and learned of the next phase: Abundant Health. The Abundant Health program seeks to engage at least 10,000 U.S. 

churches in programs that encourage promoting physical activities, healthy diet and nutrition, education for tobacco- 

and drug-free living and mental health education.  

 

United Methodists celebrated new relationships with the Moravian Church and the Uniting Church in Sweden as they 

approved a “full communion” agreement with the northern and southern provinces of the Moravian Church in North 

America that recognizes each other’s ministries and encourages witness and mission work together.  

 

The delegates voted 428-405 to accept the recommendation of the Council of Bishops to delay a debate on homosexu-

ality at this gathering of the denomination’s top legislative assembly and let a proposed commission study church 

regulations. This contentius issue threatens to create a schism between conservative and non-US conferences and 

those conferences, like Greater NJ, to accept LGBTQ clergy and same sex-marriages. A special General Conference 

may be called in two or three years to deal specifically with the issue. 

 

Debate on whether the church should divest investment in companies involved in the occupation of Palestinian terri-

tories ended when a delegate committee rejected four resolutions to do so. The church already opposes the occupation 

of the West Bank and East Jerusalem. 

 

Delegates atoned for an historic tragedy, the1864 Sand Creek Massacre with deep Methodist involvement, with 

speakers including descendants of the Cheyenne and   Arapaho Indian survivors of the attack by the US Cavalry.  

 

General Conference 2020 will be held in Minneapolis and in Manila, Philippines in 2024 with Zimbabwe planned for 

2028. 

 

Thanks to Dr. Vivian Bull of our church and Rev. Dr. Ron Hoellein of Pittsburgh, who attended General Conference 

for their information in preparing this article. -  

Dave Green. 

Summer 2016 

On July 3rd we had the pleasure of hearing music performed 

by Paul, Lezlee & Scott from En Power & Light.   

They provided music for our morning worship service followed 

by a luncheon in Fellowship Hall.   Whilst we ate and enjoyed 

each others company we were entertained by their beautiful 

tunes and voices. 

En Power & Light 
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Church School 

From the  

Student Assistant Pastor 

Summer 2016 

Our New Music Director & Organist  

              DANIEL LEGUIZAMON 

On Sunday, July 31, in a display of love and fellowship, our congre-

gation welcomed Daniel to our church by hosting a welcome reception 

after the 9:30 a.m. service.   

Happy Summer Everyone! 

 

I hope you have enjoyed summer so far, and have managed 

to stay cool!  Throughout this summer we as a church have 

kept rather busy, as we continue book studies, VBS and  

outreach projects.   

 

We have had an especially great VBS program this year, 

with 18 children in attendance!  Throughout this program 

we’ve played games, made crafts and run science experi-

ments, all to learn about God’s love, care and presence in 

our daily lives.  Thank you to all the volunteers who helped 

make the VBS program possible, and thank you to all the 

parents and students who attended!  

 

Another project we are continuing throughout the summer is 

hosting a booth at the Madison Farmer’s Market.  We host 

the booth once a month, and have had a great time thus far.  

Each time we host we engage a question or theme around 

healthy living and earth care.  In June our theme was Clean 

Water and Conservation, and in July we focused on Refuse, 

Reduce, Reuse and Recycle.  We are scheduled to run the 

booth two more times, on August 24th and September 22nd.  

We would love to have volunteers for this project, so if you 

are interested in helping at the Farmer’s Market Booth, 

please let me know! 

 

As we look toward the Fall, we are preparing for another 

Confirmation Class.  This year’s Confirmation Class will 

range from grades 7-9.  However, if you have an older child 

who would like to be confirmed please contact me.        

Confirmation will run from October to June, and we will 

have an information meeting in September.  This program is 

a wonderful opportunity to engage faith, tradition and belief 

for each student in a unique and empowering way.       

Please let me know if you have a student interested in   

Confirmation.   

 

Lastly, as we gear up for Fall we will hold a Youth Council 

Meeting on September 18th.  It is important for youth and 

parents to attend this meeting, and anyone else interested in 

the youth program is certainly invited.  During this meeting 

we will look to the new program year and discuss both our 

identity as a group and the projects we are interested in.  I 

hope you all have been able to relax and enjoy this summer.  

As the summer winds down and we look to the Fall, I am 

excited about the year to come!  As always if you have any 

questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me! 

In Peace, 

Chelsea  

We are getting ready for a great year, planning lots of fun 

activities.  Rally Day is September 11th when we will kick off 

the church school year.  Rally day will be a fun day of bubble 

making and games, a great way for the children to spend some 

time sharing in fellowship and faith.  We plan to visit Pine 

Acres each season this year and continue with liturgical dance 

throughout the year.  The children will spend weeks on projects 

which is a little different than the usual weekly lesson so we 

can really get to be a part of what we are learning together,  

children and teachers alike. We look forward to growing in 

faith together.  See you all soon! 

 

Kathleen Keane 
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Summer 2016 

God’s Promise– a Sacred Journey 

Honoring God’s gift of Jesus by sharing with others 

OUTREACH MINISTRY TEAM 

You may be breathing a sign of 

relief as school let’s out for the 

summer, but I am hoping you’ll think of the families who are clients at 

the Interfaith Food Pantry as you begin preparing and gathering supplies 

for school in the fall. Each year the Pantry sponsors a Back-to-School 

supplies donation so that each child can have necessary equipment to get 

a good start for the school year. When those ‘come on’ ads appear this 

summer, consider adding some extra supplies to your shopping cart and 

donate them to the Interfaith Food Pantry.  

Items to consider include: Backpack, notebook, crayons & markers, pa-

per, folders, rulers, pencils, erasers, pencil cases, pencil sharpeners, bind-

ers,safety scissors, etc.  Thanks for help building better minds as well as 

bodies.  

Last summer more than 600  backpacks were distributed. All standard 

school supplies are welcome . Distributions will begin on August 1, so if 

possible, your donations would be appreciated by July 31. 

New Jersey Grow a Row for Hunger  

Building on the concept of Grow a Row for Hunger, the Interfaith Food 

Pantry of Morris County is encouraging community and family garden-

ers to expand their planting and donate the excess produce as a healthful 

addition to the other Food Pantry offerings over the summer. The Grow a 

Row program started in 2002 with a single New Jersey farmer who re-

sponded to a request from the Flemington Food Pantry and 120 pound of 

food were donated. Over the subsequent years, it has grown staggeringly 

with 1.2 million pounds donated in 2014. About 4000 volunteers partici-

pated in all phases of the farming cycle with many corporate and service 

project groups lending hands. The America-Grow-a-Row NJ farmers 

contribute to local food pantries as well as supporting Free Farm Markets 

in Newark, Jersey City and Camden each week during the growing sea-

son. If you want to help over the summer, you can bring excess produce 

from your family garden by bringing it to the church for delivery to the 

Food Pantry of Morris County.  To learn more about Grow a Row you 

can check out their website: americasgrowarow.com.  

 

Get in the Game with Sandy Recovery  

An estimated 6,000 people have not been able to repair their homes from 

the damage caused by Superstorm Sandy. Many of these people have not 

been able to return home more than 3 1/2 years. A Future with Hope 

(AFWH) volunteers are on the ground helping in the recovery. teams 

from 44 states plus DC. The Outreach Ministry team is planning to a date 

to provide dinner at the Highlands Hosting Center. Watch for more infor-

mation in the bulletin or Friday blast.  

National Geographic published a story, recently, on the human conse-

quences of climate change and profiled one of the AFWH homeowners 

who survived both Katrina in New Orleans and Sandy in Atlantic City. 

The story outlines how science and politics intersect with disaster recov-

ery and sustainable rebuilding. (Article: Atlantic City Gambles on Rising 

Sea)  

Results as of May 2016 

237Homes Complete, 24 Homes Under Construction, 4Homes in Queue,  

11,131 Volunteers, 10 Host Sites, 284 Hosting Capacity, 450 Families Work-

ing with Case Managers 

As always, there is a great need for household supplies for the hosting 

centers. Imagine if 30 to 40 people dropped in on you for five or six days. 

How many rolls of paper towels or toilet paper would be consumed? Each 

hosting center is a church or other church related facility with a congregation 

committed to making each stay pleasant and comfortable. The following 

household supplies continue to be essential for the volunteers who come 

from across the country to work on restoring and rebuilding homes. 

When you shop for home, consider getting an extra item and donate it at 

church...Toilet paper/ boxed tissues / power towels / large cans of Lysol 

spray / trash bags / bathroom trash bags / large trash bags / cases of 

bottled water. 

Other Outreach News highlights  

Imagine No Malaria – a core component of the Mission Fund Campaign 

United Methodist Greater New Jersey Conference is in the middle of a multi

-year Mission Fund Campaign to raise $12 million to help people in recov-

ery from Superstorm Sandy, to fight malaria in Africa (Imagine No Malaria), 

and to revitalize mission in our local communities. 

Imagine No Malaria is part of a global partnership that seeks to wipeout 

malaria once and for all. By improving the ways people fight the disease 

using bed nets, providing access to diagnostic tests and medicine, draining 

standing water, and improving sanitation, malaria deaths amoung children 

have been decreased from 1 every minute to 1 every two minutes. More than 

300 health clinics have been established and upgraded with trained staff 

across the continent of Africa to provide integrated health services, educa-

tion and advocacy. 

Habitat for Humanity Restore is looking for volunteers at their facility in 

Randolph NJ.  Volunteer training is available Thursdays 6 PM to 8 PM or 

Saturdays 9 AM to 11 AM.  

Learn more online: http://www.morrisrestore.org/volunteer/  

The United Methodist Homes of New Jersey (http://www.umh-nj.org/) 

provide affordable and comfortable living for seniors. The Homes are sup-

ported by the churches in the Greater New Jersey Annual Conference 

(GNJAC).  Ten residences, split between full service communities and af-

fordable housing, are home to 1,300 residents. The UM Homes Foundation 

Fellowship Fund was established to help fulfill the promise that “No resi-

dent will ever be asked to leave due to inability to pay the total cost of 

care.” The Fellowship Fund meets its commitment to the communities by 

covering expenses not covered by health insurance and other sources. These 

include rent, meals, housekeeping, laundry service, medical supplies, pre-

scriptions, and doctors’ visits. The annual Walk for All Ages has been re-

scheduled to the spring of 2017. Of course, donations to the Fellowship Fund 

are always welcome.  Note UM Homes of NJ in the memo of your check to 

UMC in Madison or send directly to the UM Homes of NJ Foundation, 3311 

State Route 33, Neptune, NJ 07753, and Note UMC in Madison on the check 

memo. Thank you for your continuing support of the Fellowship Fund and 

the United Methodist Homes of NJ.                                                                             

Jeanne Eisele 

 

http://americasgrowarow.com/
http://www.morrisrestore.org/volunteer/
http://www.umh-nj.org/
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Summer 2016 

Known  
Birthdays 
in July & 
August 

United Methodist Church 

Alice Allen 

Madison Allen 

Jack Anderson 

Isabella Bolstad 

Kaitlyn Buchanan 

Alyssa Currey 

Megan Currey 

Kaitlyn Engel 

Katherine Holzer 

Christine Fleming McIsaac 

Elyse Grzymala 

Sara Howard 

Jennifer Guempel Leaman 

Carl Liston 

Elise Victoria Livshin 

Andrew Mearns 

Cole Merrick 

Ryan Pfeifer 

Jared Scaturo 

Allison Smith 

Mamie Tadano 

Julie Van Hook 

Linda Yao 

 

News from  

Family Promise 

   Fair Trade Coffee Sale — Aug 7 

After the 9:30 a.m. worship service 

Interfaith Food Pantry 

P lease continue to bring donations for the Food Pantry 

during the summer. Donations usually decrease   

during the summer months but the need does not. Items 

especially needed include: rice (1 & 2 pound packages), 

dry milk (1 quart packages), Parmalat, peanut butter, Mac 

& Cheese, side dishes - Instant potatoes, Rice-a-Roni, 

Hamburger Helper, spaghetti sauce, canned tomatoes, 

canned fruit (preferably packed in juice), soups (low    

sodium), and tuna fish. 

“We’ve Got Your Back”  
When families can barely afford food, the expense of 

back-to-school supplies can put a strain on already tight 

household budgets. Last year the Food Pantry helped 500 

kids head back to school with new backpacks and some of 

the most commonly needed supplies. Once again this year 

the Pantry will be distributing school supplies, beginning 

on August 7. Both food and school supply donations can 

be put in the closet by the church library. 

 Backpacks 

 Pencil Cases 

 Pencil Sharpeners 

 Pens 

 Crayons 

 Colored Pencils 

 Colored Markers 

 Highlighters 

 Glue / Glue Sticks 

 1-inch Binders 

 Filler Paper 

 Composition Notebooks 

 Spiral Notebooks 

 Subject Dividers 

 Pocket Folders 

 Index Cards 

 Rulers 

 Erasers 

 

 

 

Naomi Circle of United Methodist Women had a good time 

on June 29 with a visit to the Reeves-Reed Arboretum in Sum-

mit where we enjoyed the beautiful flowers and sculptures, 

followed by lunch on the sunny deck of Paul and Yasuko Gros-

jean.  Paul shared the story of his niece's mission work in Cen-

tral America, where she is one person trying to make a differ-

ence.  We'll be off for the summer but will plan more activities 

starting in September.  

 

Laurie Hagerich 

The Family Promise families will be coming to St. 

Vincent’s Martyr Church for the final time this year dur-

ing the week of August 7, 2016.  The times our Church is 

responsible for are: 

Friday, August 12, from  5:30 to 7 pm – 2 or 3            

volunteers are needed to provide dinner 

7 pm to 9 pm – 2 volunteers needed to provide          

companionship 

9 pm to 8 am – overnight volunteer Hans Morsink has 

been filling this time but additional help would be     

welcome. 

Family Promise has recently let us know about 2 projects 

they are looking for help with:   

 

A family of four presently in shelter (a mom, dad and two 

teenage boys) would appreciate financial assistance in 

sending the boys to YMCA and or sports camp this sum-

mer. 

Family Promise is looking to fill a staff position for a part 

time Housing Resource Specialist.  Full details can be 

accessed by calling 973-998-0820 or email to 

info@familypromisemorris.org. 

   

Please call, email or see me in Church if you are able to 

help on August 12 or with the cost of camp for the 2 teen-

age boys.  I will be glad to provide more information 

about any of the Family Promise programs at any time. 

 

Laurie Hagerich 

mailto:info@familypromisemorris.org
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 Summer Worship Schedule  

 Combined Family Worship  9:30 a.m. 
          Childcare is available for infants and toddlers.  

 Refreshments Outdoors following the service           
             (weather permitting) 
 

 

 

 

 Coming Up: 

  August 7  Fair Trade Coffee Sales 

  August 23  Liturgical Workshop @ 7:00 PM   

  September 11  Rally Day and Blessing of the Backpacks 

  September 13  Church Council 

  September 18  Youth Council Meeting 

  September 24  Charge Conference 

 

   

 

 
VBS 2016 was a 
huge success!  
We had 18 eager 
kids ranging 
from 2–6 grade.   

VBS 

Surf Shack 
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